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From the Editor......

Thank you to all who have contributed to this Summer Newsletter.
This is Your Campsie Parish Church Community Newsletter. So be it a fun
activity, a request for assistance or information that would be helpful to
our community, please let Rev Jane Denniston or myself know so that
we can incorporate your requests or stories.
Contact Details:
Rev Jane Denniston
Tel: 01360 310 846
Mob: 07738 123101
Email: jane.denniston@churchofscotland.org.uk
Muriel Connell
Mob: 07493 735313
Email: murieljconnell@gmail.com
The email address for your Church Treasurer has changed to:
treasurer@campsie.org.uk – Please update your address books.

General Data Protection Regulation
The above came into effect on 25 May 2018.We will roll out a Privacy
Policy statement in due course. In the meantime please be assured you
do not have to do anything, but if you have questions or if you know of
anyone with a question on the topic, please direct them to me.
Andy Waugh, Treasurer
Tel: 0141 440 5775
Email: treasurer@campsie.org.uk

Page 2

Summer Newsletter 2018

Campsie Parish Church

ter
t
e
L
the
m
o
r
f
se
Man

Dear Friends,
After a long cold winter, we have finally seen the sun! How pleasant it is
to have lighter mornings and evenings and to feel a bit of warmth in the
air. Gardens are slowly recovering from the ravages of the winter and we
look forward in hope to summer.
Hope is important. In
Proverbs 29:18 we read,”
Where there is no vision,
the people perish.” Vision,
hope, something to look
forward to. Something that
tells us that present
problems, whatever they
might be, are not the whole
story. We need hope.
Hope is what keeps us going through bad times. Hope is what makes life
worth living when nothing seems to be going right. Hope gives us a
sense of well-being; hopeful people are healthier than hopeless people.
The hope of summer keeps us going through the dark days of winter.
As Christians, we have a hope that transcends the hopes of the world.
We have a hope that the kingdom of God, that kingdom of fairness and
justice and peace, will be established in this world and so we work and
pray for that hope to come about in reality. But we also have a hope for
what happens beyond death. As Christians we believe that there is life
after death, and that that life will be spent in the presence of our Lord
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and Saviour. This is a precious hope indeed; life is often difficult and
stressful and has many pains and heartaches, yet in the midst of it all, we
still have hope. The writer of the letter to be Hebrews in 12: 2 tells us,
“Jesus, for the joy that was set before him, endured the cross, scorning its
shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” Jesus
endured the pain and agony of the cross because he knew, not only that
through it he would return to his Father, but also that through it we
would be restored, the breach between humanity and God would be
repaired, and we would regain the hope of eternal life with him.
As the summer sun rises and shines in warmth upon the land, let us
remember the love that Jesus bears us, the sacrifice he bore for us, and
the great gift that he purchased through his body and blood; the gift of
life with him now and forever.
Your friend

Jane Denniston

Heart and Soul 2018
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Upcoming Services

Date

Time

Service

June 3rd

11.00am

Morning Worship

June 10th

11.00am

Communion

June 10th

6.30pm

Communion

June 17th

11.00am

Family Service and JAM club prize giving

June 24th

11.00am

Morning Worship

July 1st

11.00am

Morning Worship

July 8th

11.00am

Morning Worship

July 15th

11.00am

Morning Worship

July 22nd

11.00am

Morning Worship

July 29th

11.00am

Morning Worship

August 5th

11.00am

Morning Worship

August 12th 11.00am

Morning Worship

August 19th 11.00am

Morning Worship

August 26th 11.00am

Morning Worship

August 26th 4.00pm

Messy Church
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Saturday, 19 May was a glorious day – the sun was shining and we held
our third (new format) Rainbow Café, the profits of which were
destined for Christian Aid.
We had fierce competition,
of course, with the Royal
Wedding, but we rose to
the challenge, with many of
our helpers having dusted
off their best wedding hats
and wearing them to serve
our customers, who were
able to watch the wedding
on the screens.
We had fewer patrons than usual, but the weather undoubtedly
accounted for that.

The food was
wonderful, as
ever!
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At the end of the day, the profit due to be sent to Christian Aid was
£220, but by the following morning, that had risen to £245 as some kind
people, who had been unable to attend, sent in donations. The Home
Baking also raised a further £33.

The total raised on behalf of Christian Aid was

£278

Many thanks to all who attended – your presence was much
appreciated.

Rena and the Rainbow Café Team
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Sunday
29 April
4.00pm
The messy church was a huge success with many more
children attending.

An afternoon of
creativity and
fun which was
thoroughly
enjoyed by all!

Date for your
Diary:
Next messy
church will be
held on:
26 august 2018
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CAMPSIE GUILD NEWS……
Erskine Hospital was established in 1916 to treat the
thousands who had lost limbs in the First World War.
Today it is known simply as
Erskine and caters for
veterans of the British
Armed forces and their
spouses.
Campsie Guild enjoyed
hearing of the history of
Erskine from Colin McPhail
who then showed us all
the
modern
facilities
available for the residents.
We were most impressed with the brand new laundry. Ever expanding
independent units for couples are at present under construction.

As we were walking
along we went into
single file to allow an
elderly gentleman to
pass us. ‘Left, right, left
right, ‘he quipped.
Later we learned that he
was 103!
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We then proceeded to Caulders for lunch and some leisurely shopping.
_________________________________
Five members of Campsie Guild attended The Big Sing in Edinburgh
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This marked the end of the triennium under the banner of Be bold, Be
strong. This urged members to raise awareness, pray for and fundraise
for six projects.

The service was well structured with each National President choosing a
hymn associated with their year -Go in joy, Go in peace and Go in love.
During the three years six life changing projects were supported, and a
speaker from each spoke movingly and appreciatively of the over
£100,000 donations which they received plus choosing an appropriate
hymn. Lorna Hood, a former moderator encouraged all the members
present and the evening ended with a lively rendition of the theme song
with actions.

Margaret Tindall
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General Assembly 2018

A little while ago, Andrew, our Session Clerk asked me, as our Presbytery
Elder, if I would consider being a Commissioner (or commissionaire as
Aileen was quick to suggest!) to the General Assembly. For the first time
in my life I had no real reason not to say yes to attending something in
term time, during school hours (and a little more!) for a whole week.
Admittedly, the prospect of something which sounded alarmingly like
supersized Presbytery meetings over an extended period of time wasn’t
the most attractive offer I’d ever had. To say I was a little apprehensive
would be putting it mildly. However, I agreed to go and set off on a
Friday evening to attend a meeting for first time Commissioners. That’s
when reality struck. Walking from Waverley station to the Mound is
almost as challenging as climbing the Campsie’s at Easter time for the
sunrise service! It wasn’t helped by my poorly judged short cut which
resulted in me climbing into what seemed like the biggest, steepest
staircase in Edinburgh only to find that I needn’t have bothered as the
building I was looking for was much further ahead and could have been
reached from the road I had been on to begin with. When I arrived at
the Assembly Hall it had one more surprise in store – another big stone
staircase….!
A General Assembly with a Lord High Commissioner accompanied by
several ladies in waiting, a number of service personnel in very fancy
uniforms, a big gong to announce their arrival and it was beginning to
sound like I was in the middle of a Gilbert and Sullivan Opera. Add in
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several past Moderators in very antiquated clothes and I was convinced
it was true. Then I heard the gong and it sounded like a tea tray falling
down the stairs! That was the end of all my preconceived notions of
what this week was going to be like – and a good thing too! I hadn’t
expected anything to be the way it turned out. Of course there was
formality but it wasn’t overbearing. There was tradition which gave a
real sense of history and there was humour – quite a lot of it – which
kept everything moving along painlessly. The business ranged from the
Strategic Plan, which was strongly debated at a very high and passionate
level before being rejected, to concern for the situation in Gaza and a
call to the government to reinstate benefits for unemployed people who
are under 25. There were debates on various aspects of ministry,
community engagement, church life, finance, politics, national and
international topics, ecumenical issues, inter-faith matters, social
responsibility and practical issues around the organising and running of
the Assembly itself. All discussed enthusiastically, passionately and with
a real concern for Biblical principles to be at the centre of everything.
Every day began with a time of worship which included all the elements
we would expect to find in a church service. The singing was exceptional
– sometimes unaccompanied Psalms, sometimes accompanied by the
organ – but always truly inspiring.
In the course of the week we had contributions from representatives of
other denominations including Methodist, Roman Catholic, Anglican and
Baptist to name a few and on the final day an Imam addressed the
Assembly as did the Lord High Commissioner, who is from The Scottish
Episcopalian Church. All of them spoke in terms of reconciliation and
forgiveness, which reflected the Assembly’s theme of ‘Peace be with
you’. Although there were outstanding contributions from many
speakers, the ones who made the biggest impression on me were the
delegates from the Youth Assembly. They were so committed,
enthusiastic, challenging and passionate you could not fail to be
impressed with them. All their contributions were thoughtful, clearly
presented, well informed, focused and succinct. The statistics may show
that the Church as we know it is in decline but that’s only true in our
western society. The Church worldwide is increasing with people coming
to faith even in the face of appalling persecution. Jesus promised to be
with us always – not just until the going got a bit tough in the twentieth
and twenty first centuries. There have been many attacks and times of
persecution throughout the centuries. His Church is not going to fail but
it does need to adapt – like it has many times before. If the Youth
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delegates are typical of the rising generation, the Church will again be
the truly dynamic, effective, life changing force in the world that Jesus
intends it to be. I went to the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland expecting to experience an antiquated, moribund gathering of
dispirited, weary people who were firmly entrenched in a past we will
never recover, who had lost their motivation and who had no vision for
the future. Instead, I found people who were deeply passionate about
Jesus Christ and the Gospel. I found an institution steeped in historic
traditions, which conducted its business with grace and not a little
humour. I found young people who were partnering with an older
generation through the Guild, to pursue inspiring and challenging
projects in difficult parts of the world. I was also privileged to be part of
the celebrations commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the
ordination of women to the Ministry of Word and Sacrament. The
Assembly gave a standing ovation to Rev Dr Margaret Forrester who
identified herself as commissioner number “007— licensed to preach”
when she addressed us on 22nd May. Our own church’s connection to
Effie Irvine, the first woman to be inducted to a parish in Scotland, made
it all the more special. The Guild’s Big Sing was an evening event which
was ‘sold out’ and raised a record amount of money for Christian Aid.
Add to that the morning service at St Giles Cathedral on the Sunday
morning and the Heart and Soul event on Saturday in Princes St. Gardens
and you begin to see what kind of impact the Church in all its forms can
make on the world around us.
Why did I have the misgivings I had before I went? I can only assume it
was because I was starting to believe the picture the secular world wants
to portray of an institution that’s past its sell by date and is struggling to
find relevance. I was forgetting whose Church it is and that Jesus has
promised to be with us until the end of the age. I have returned from the
Assembly, inspired, enthused and reassured. I’m looking forward to
going back next year if I can. I caught a glimpse of how excited we should
be about the Gospel. That only happened because I was surrounded by
people who already were.

Enthusiasm is infectious, why don’t we try it?

George Kelly
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Prayer Life at
Campsie
Parish
Church
There is a time of prayer held every Sunday in the Lounge from 10.30
until 10.45am.
Please feel free to come and join in a few minutes of prayer before the
service.
The Prayer Circle continues to pray privately for individuals and
concerns, and there is a Prayer Tree at the rear of the sanctuary where
prayer requests can be left anonymously. Please use a ‘leaf’ to note your
concerns. Hang the leaf on the tree, and rest assured your requests will be
included in our prayers
Please send all requests for prayer to me:

Joan Thomson
Prayer Secretary
Tel: 07719 553829
email: jjthomson62@btinternet.com
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Missing The Point
Just after Easter, Jane, our Minister gave us a fine sermon about the
Apostle now known as Doubting Thomas. I have always had a bit
sympathy for Thomas partly because of the way I was brought up, you
see my dad would ask questions, such as, “have you tidied your room”
or “have you washed your neck”, Of course I would always answer yes,
to which he would reply, “I will believe it when I see it” and nearly
always ended with me getting sent off to do it properly.
I grew up with a need to prove what I heard was true, which was a bit of
a problem when it came to my faith. I always had an “I’ll believe it when
I see it attitude”. I did read the Bible quite a lot when I was young, as it is
a good read with lots sex violence and battles. I tended to regard the
Bible as at best a work of fiction with a moral message. I always
wondered if Jesus really lived and died as the Bible said.
Over the years I proved to my own satisfaction that Jesus did exist and
that he died on the cross. I listened to theories such as perhaps he didn’t
actually die on the cross he had just gone into coma. But one thing you
can be sure of is that if the Romans wanted you dead, then they were
experts in doing that, in short Jesus was certainly dead when he was
placed in the tomb, and without doubt he had existed, lived and died.
Armed with this knowledge I decided that following Jesus teachings was
a great way to live my life.
I was quite happy with this
belief until the first of my 4
trips to Peru with the Vine
Trust in 2006. I had been
talking to two 10-year-old
boys in Kusi Boys home in
Youngay Peru. Through an
interpreter they asked me
what I knew about Jesus.
I spent a while telling them he had existed and that he died on the cross.
I was feeling quite pleased with myself, thinking I’m Campsie’s answer to
Billy Graham, as the boys were talking excitedly to each other. The
interpreter said that the boys said, that I’ve not to worry that Jesus rose
again and that I’m saved! There I sat one red faced Scotsman who was
so caught up in believing it when I see it, that I had missed the point
completely.
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Any doubting Thomas can believe Jesus really lived and died, the
evidence is there to been seen.
How many folk, like me, missed the point that he died for our sins and
rose again so that we are saved?

Brian Marshall
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Can I thank all of you who put your used inkjet cartridges in the box in
the Foyer along with unwanted mobile phones.
To date we have raised £70.40 and are still awaiting payment for some
of the phones. They are handled differently and go to Auction.
This may not seem a lot but I have to say that not all the cartridges in the
box are the ones we get paid for, however I can still send them in the
box. Please keep donating as every penny goes towards our Church and
helps in some way.
We do not get paid for cartridges which have been refilled.
or
Cartridges by Epson, Kodak, Tesco, PC World or Office Depot
We are paid for HP, Dell, Lexmark, Canon, Samsung, and Neopost

KEEP RECYCLING

Christine Boyle
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THOUGHTS
When we say what we shouldn’t say
And do what we need not do.
Why oh why do we determine to make our life so blue?
Our pathway through life may be strewn with pain
But in the end how we will gain
If the road that we follow will be one of delight
When we sit at the feet of the One who makes all thing
right
So stop plotting and scheming and just let go…
To a life that is blessed, so others may know
His love is given freely to all
And that you will be caught whenever you fall….
Muriel Connell
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Main Street
Lennoxtown G66 7HA
Tel 01360 310939
Website: www.campsie.org.uk
Minister: Rev Jane Denniston
19 Redhills View
Lennoxtown
Glasgow
G66 7BL
Tel: 01360 310846
Mob: 07738 123101
Scottish Charity Number : SC000835
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